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The Project

The new £49 million Department of Biochemistry building at the University of 
Oxford has been supplied with it’s furniture by Allitec, a division of the OSC Group. 
This distinctive 12,000 square metre facility with it’s glass facades and coloured fins 
brings together 300 lecturers, researchers and students. Inside, a 400 square metre 
atrium with breakout spaces and specially commissioned works of art, is designed to 

encourage collaboration between the 
researchers.

The project reflects the increasingly 
interdisciplinary nature of scientific 
research, which no longer relies on 
traditional departmental demarcations 
but requires ‘thinking’ spaces which 
facilitate cross fertilization of ideas. 
This is the latest development by 
the University which has ambitious 
plans over the next fifteen years to 
fundamentally re-develop the Science 
Area.

The Biochemistry Department at Oxford University is the largest in the UK and is 
internationally renowned for its research in the understanding of DNA, cell growth 
and immunity. This new building brings together European-wide researchers into 
Bioinformatics, Gene Cultures and Biochemistry, working in a 24 hour network 
environment. Previously the department’s scientists have had to conduct research in 
outmoded buildings spread across the Science Area.

   “One of the challenges about this project was to procure items fitting out spaces that 
were not only acceptable to our prospective building users but also complemented the 
design aspirations for the building.  Allitec understood our aspirations and were flexible 
enough to supply new ideas and new products to support this. “

Denis O’Driscoll  
Associate Head of Department

The Client



Hawkins\Brown, a London based practice,  was appointed by the University to 
masterplan the core of the Science Area looking at creating new pedestrian friendly 
spaces, resolving servicing and parking and establishing the envelope for new science 
buildings. 

Hawkins\Brown has been awarded a RIBA award for this building, with their brief to 
design and construct the first phase of the development – an innovative, research 
based building.

The building provides naturally lit, research spaces linked by a science corridor with 
write up spaces located in a naturally ventilated atrium.   The overall effect creates 
an open and transparent building that maximizes natural light with the focus on 
encouraging interaction and collaboration between researchers and groups.

In order to create a site of sufficient size 
to achieve the new facility, the University 
had to demolish a range of buildings, 
including some listed structures from the 
core of the University’s Scientific Campus.

To win planning consent the architects had to persuade the English Heritage 
Advisory Council, the Planning Authority and the full Oxford City Council that the 
Hawkins\Brown scheme would provide not only a worthy replacement but would 
create an outstanding facility for the Department of Biochemistry.  

   “Alllitec worked closely with  
Hawkins\Brown to generate innovative 
ideas for bespoke furniture solutions for 
both  the  offices and meeting rooms.

Critically, these solutions  focused on 
the need to be cost effective but also 
sympathetic to the design concepts of the 
building.”

Morag Morrison Associate Director 
Hawkins\Brown

With such a long history and notable projects including Canary Wharf, Heathrow 
Terminal 5 and the Olympic construction Laing O’Rourke were chosen to construct the 
new Biochemistry building working in conjunction with the Project Manager PDCM.

Laing O’Rourke has a truly integrated capability, allowing them to take a holistic view 
of construction. They specialise in delivering ambitious and innovative construction 
projects that deliver to both clients and the communities who use them every day. 

Working on site from January 2007 Laing O’Rourke were able to deliver to the client 
the completed building for formal handover ready for occupation in October 2008.

Architects Appointed:  December 2003 
Design phase: Jan 2004 - Dec 2006 
Construction phase: Jan 2006- Sept 2008 
Completion: October 2008

   

 “From our first meeting through to handover Allitec provided us with a first class service 
and were always willing to go the extra mile.  This resulted in an installation that was to the 
highest quality and defect free.”

Mike Morris Project Director, Laing O’Rourke

 ”Allitec delivered on all aspects of the project;  quality, cost and 
programme.  They adopted a fully integrated approach and worked with 
the Client, Architect and Main Contractor to contribute to the success on 
this outstanding project.”

Matt Eaton Project Manager, PDCM

   

The Architects

The Constructor

Hawkins\
Brown



Allitec took the opportunity to introduce some truly innovative furniture which 
has considerably added to the overall effect of the building. Allitec were supported 
throughout the project by their principal manufacturing partner, Verco Office Furniture 
and it was their Oblique desking range which was selected as the basis for the office 
areas together with the Pop office chair. The clean lines of Oblique, finished in a 
white frame and with beech veneer tops, offer a crisp uncluttered feel to the working 
environment into which are placed some classically iconic pieces of furniture.

Specially designed for the building were a series of white tables from Verco which 
furnish not only the restaurant area but occasional areas throughout complemented 
by the vibrant colours of the Catifa chairs. 

Breakout areas were furnished by the individual ‘O’ and ‘X’ chairs from Hitch Mylius which enables clusters of any number to be 
used providing a flexible seating combination.

The principle presentation room was supplied with beautifully engineered Wilkhahn Confair folding tables together with the Howe 
40/4 chair finished in a high quality black leather.

Finally, not to be outdone, Allitec itself designed and manufactured a series of tables 
and benches for the roof garden and courtyard. This outside furniture, under the 
name of Dura, has now become a standard product of the company.  The tables and 
benches used in the front courtyard are fixed to the ground therefore providing a 
permanent seating area for users of the building and visitors alike.   Occasional café 
furniture supplements this range with aluminium tables and stackable café chairs 
creating an outside sitting and eating area.

Allitec delivered and installed the majority of the office desking and seating furniture 
during a 2 week period in August 2008.   Working with Laing O’Rourke and Hawkins\
Brown the balance of the loose furniture was installed in October in readiness for the 
opening of the facility that month.
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Verco Pop chair Oxford Seating Ohmega lab chair

Allitec  Dura external seating

Wilkhahn Confair folding tables Howe 40/4 chairs

Arper Catifa chairs

Hitch Mylius HM18 sofa Hitch Mylius ‘Oxo’ chairs

Verco meeting and café tables

Verco Oblique desking Allitec café furniture

Write up areas Breakout area

The Products
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